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OUR MISSION
Our mission is 

the protection of our planet by the implementation of a law of ecocide. 
The name of our campaign embodies our core value: 

to safeguard and protect our planet 
and the lives of many, now and for future generations

We do this through the generating of funds via the Earth Protectors Trust Fund to fund the participation of 
Small Island Developing States (who are at the frontline of climate ecocide), their delegates, lawyers and 
experts to take ecocide law forward into the International Criminal Court 

This is Mission Lifeforce

IT'S SIMPLE
We add ECOCIDE to the list of international crimes at the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
in The Hague. Ecocide is serious loss, damage or destruction of ecosystems, and includes 
climate or cultural damage as well as direct ecological damage. 

IT'S POWERFUL
Establishing a crime of ecocide ensures that persons of superior responsibility - eg CEOs 
and government ministers - become individually criminally responsible for serious damage 
which they recklessly cause or contribute to. This puts an end to the state-sanctioned 
immunity currently enjoyed by industrial polluters. 

IT'S POSSIBLE
Any member state, however small, can propose an amendment to the ICC's governing 
document, the Rome Statute. Once tabled, it cannot be vetoed.  
When two thirds of ICC members sign up to it, it becomes law.  

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN

UNITING THOSE WHO CARE…
Earth protectors of all ages and walks of life - all those around the world who deeply care 
about protecting our beautiful Earth - are invited to become signatories to a legal 
document, the Earth Protectors Trust Fund. 

Signing this document and becoming an Earth Protector in law (Trustee of the Earth) is 
easy and completely free of ongoing obligations or liabilities. 

...AND THOSE WHO CAN
Those with the greatest incentive to make this powerful amendment to international criminal 
law - small island nations at the frontline of pollution-driven climate change - already have 
the legal ability to do it. 

Now, with the Earth Protectors Trust Fund, they have the means. 

OUR VALUES
Safeguarding and protecting our Earth


Putting health and well-being of people and planet first

Standing for justice and peace


Supporting Conscientious Protectors (Earth Protectors standing up to ecocide)

Being in service to a greater good
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OUR FINANCES - A 2-PART STRUCTURE

1. EARTH PROTECTORS TRUST FUND - the main campaign fund 

This is where your one-off donation goes when you sign up.   It is ring-fenced for practical costs of the Small 
Island Developing States progressing ecocide law at the International Criminal Court (ICC): travel, conferencing, 
legal research and assistance, ICC fees. (NB As the campaign progresses, costs of travel, conferencing, ICC fees 
and legal assistance are expected to rise significantly while research - proportionally a major expense at present - 
will not.) 

This is the funding pathway to making ecocide a crime. 

2. ECOLOGICAL DEFENCE INTEGRITY - our non-profit 

This is the UK non-profit that co-ordinates Mission LifeForce and administers the Earth Protectors Trust Fund. (It 
is not a charity because in the UK influencing law is not classed as charitable activity.)   It pays for outreach, 
technical support and cyber-security as well as premises and administration. 

This is the lifeforce behind the Mission - the foundation it rests on. 

Our non-profit also runs the Ecological Justice Programme which provides training and assistance to enable 
those standing up against ecocide to represent themselves in court as Conscientious Protectors.   

Note: Y1.1 is an extended 8 months. Figures are based on exchange rate in July 2018 and are subject to 
adjustment at end-of-year audit. Our accounting period runs with the calendar year / NL tax year. Future 
reporting shall occur bi-annually for the following periods: 01 Jan - 30 June, 01 July - 31 Dec. 
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1. EARTH PROTECTORS TRUST FUND (EUR)

TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED
€60,627.85

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
€56,889.48
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2. ECOLOGICAL DEFENCE INTEGRITY (GBP)

TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED
£45,446.35

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
£44,638.76
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THE ASSEMBLY OF STATE PARTIES (The Assembly) 
December 2017, United Nations, New York

In just 3 weeks of launching Mission Lifeforce we were able to fund, through the Earth Protectors Trust Fund 
trustee gifts and Cloverleaf Foundation, essential Assembly presentation costs, support costs and travel 
costs. 

The Assembly of States Parties ("the Assembly") is the Court's management oversight and legislative body 
and is composed of representatives of the States which have ratified or acceded to the Rome Statute. The 
Assembly meets at the seat of the International Criminal Court (“ICC”) in The Hague or at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York once a year. The Rome Statute, the governing document of the ICC, further 
provides that each State Party has one vote. At its annual sessions, the Assembly considers a number of 
issues, including amendments to the Rome Statute to include new international criminal law.  

The Assembly 2017

The sixteenth session of the Assembly took place from Monday 4 December to Thursday 14 December 2017, 
in New York, USA. Every year we have the opportunity to raise the profile of the missing law of ecocide. In 
2017 a team of 7 attended. Included in Polly’s team were our host organisation, the Institute for 
Environmental Security CEO Wouter J Weening and Head of Legal Affairs, Shirleen Chin; a Forensic Mapping 
expert, the former Chief of Ecuador’s Serious Crime Unit, a former Supreme Court Judge and a Universal 
Jurisdiction expert. All provided their expertise and skills without payment.  

Advisory sessions were held; accommodation flights and travel expenses were covered by the funds raised, 
as were all associated presentation costs and support. The foundations were laid for future collaboration with 
a number of SIDS to advance ecocide crime in the ICC.  

Christmas and New Year 2017/18 was spent drafting a pathway document for the SIDS involved. 
Unfortunately we cannot provide details or provide names for confidentiality reasons, but be reassured, the 
outcome of the Assembly was a success and has engendered much activity since. We are delighted that we 
have now also been able to put in place the foundations for participation at the seventeenth session of the 
Assembly which will take place in December 2018. 
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OUR NEWS - a sample of the first 6 months milestones

You Can’t Negotiate 
with a Hurricane 
———————— 
"it’s not about 
what, or how, or 
who, but it’s 
about what you 
can do as an 
individual” 

One of our first 
call-out’s: 
hundreds of 
people sign-up 
within the first few 
weeks; enough to 
part-fund lawyers 
and experts to 
attend the 
Assembly in 
December 2017. 

It's impossible to negotiate with 
a hurricane. Or a dying coral 
reef.  The Paris Agreement 
(negotiated to be non-legally 
binding) serves as evidence of 
one critical aspect: No 
government minister or CEO 
can claim lack of knowledge 
of the serious harm caused by 
dangerous industrial activity.  
  
Every Trustee who signs up 
helps to fund the law we know 
is required - to take ecocide 
law forward at the 
International Criminal Court, to 
prohibit serious harm 

Ecocide crime protects people 
and planet. It is effective and 
enforceable, unlike the Paris 
Agreement. 

May the LifeForce be with us. 

Climate Ecocide - 
voice of the Small 
Islands  
—————————— 

Issue:  

SIDS are severely 
under-represented 
at the ICC - they 
simply are not 
resourced enough 
to pay for 
delegates to 
attend, and so 
remain largely 
invisible; their 
voices remain 
silent.

Paving the Way 
———————— 
Like Chagall's 
famous Peace 
Window at the 
United Nations, 
where the stained-
glass masterpiece 
is currently 
incomplete, we 
too are missing 
segments to 
create peace. 
Our last few days 
here in New 
York have begun 
to place missing 
parts into a far 
bigger picture. 

Looking ahead to 
a world where 
peace and justice 
are cornerstones of 
the great mosaic 
we call life, it 
is clear that 
ecocide crime is a 
crime of our time. 

Former Head of NASA 
calls its Climate Crime 
————————— 
in his foreword, to the 
newly published 
Unprecedented 
Crime, former head of 
NASA Jim Hansen 
makes the case: 
burning fossil fuels 
pushes us beyond 
critical tipping points, 
setting in motion 
irreversible changes.  

He outlines the 
criminality of 
continued carbon 
release by dangerous 
industrial activity that 
has full knowledge of 
the consequences. This 
is a very concerted 
indicator: Jim Hansen 
goes beyond existing 
law to look at what is 
missing.  

His conclusion:  
accountability for 
climate crime is the 
next legal step to 
address the serious 
consequences arising 
from Carbon Major 
activity.

�
We raise the profile of 
the Small Islands by 
hosting two 
presentations; one in 
each week of the 
Assembly.  

Ambassadors speak 
about their climate 
ecocide and the very 
real existential 
humanitarian crisis they 
face for themselves, 
their children and the 
future.  

Where do you go when 
your land is only 2 foot 
high and the sea-levels 
continue to rise?

�
STOP PRESS!  We now 
have over 1000 
trustees! (just 2 months 
since we launched!) 

Here at the Base we've 
received an incredible 
amount of welcome 
feedback - a big thank 
you to all those who have 
commented since the 
launch.  As a result, bit-by-
bit , we’re making 
adjustments to the look 
and feel of the website 
and the messaging, 
making it clearer, warmer, 
friendlier, easier and more 
shareable.

�

Meeting the needs of the 21st 
Century requires 21st Century 
justice. It is no longer only war 
or conflict that give rise to the 
most serious harms - now, the 
most serious crimes can and 
do occur during peace-time. 
Hearing about climate 
disasters really brought this 
aspect home to us. Moreover, 
unlike 20th Century crime, 
predominantly concerned with 
holding individuals to account, 
what we are dealing with here 
is a collective (or shared) 
responsibility by States and 
Carbon Majors.  This presents 
challenges legally that must be 
met, and we believe can be 
met. 
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ABOUT US
We are Ecological Defence Integrity, a non-profit entity, Company No.10830859, a registered Company in 
England and Wales. We administer the Earth Protectors Trust Fund and the Mission Lifeforce Campaign.

The campaign Mission Lifeforce was set up by Polly Higgins and Jojo Mehta (co-directors of Ecological 
Defence Integrity) as a platform for the Earth Protectors Trust Fund (EPTF) to raise funds for the Small Island 
Developing States who will advance ecocide crime.  The funds are ring fenced and can only be used for 
restricted use over a number of years, as we advance ecocide crime at The Assembly of State Parties in the 
Hague and New York, until the law of ecocide is a reality. None of the funds that are raised through the EPTF 
finance the Ecological Defence Integrity team.  

One of the key issues that has arisen over the first 6 months is the level of work required to ensure 
Mission Lifeforce flies. Thus we have decided to set up full-time premises in the heart of Stroud, to be the 
home for the Mission, to be led by Polly and Jojo full-time with a team of volunteers. These premises will be 
known as our “Heartquarters.” We have identified the premises, and now seek to raise funds to set up HQ 
out which Mission Lifeforce can fly. 

HOW WE WORK
We seek out the most effective points of intervention and act fast. We currently operate without pay, every 
day of the week, all year. Jojo and Polly have together, with the help of a wider team of volunteers, brought 
Mission Lifeforce to life, giving the Earth Protectors Trust Fund a platform on which to operate. With 
remarkable support from a few friends, our campaign was launched without any core funding. We received 
no day-to-day funding, relying on our belief of being in service to something greater, and informed by our 
conscience as to what to do. This may seem somewhat unusual; and indeed it is. We are proud of what we 
do and we gift our time wholeheartedly. Which is why we would love to set up a full-time premises from which 
a few key team-members can ensure the greater success of Mission Lifeforce.  

Pop-up Exhibition 
————————— 
For 3 weeks we 
took Mission 
Lifeforce and the 
Earth Protectors 
Trust Fund out to 
the public on the 
high street of 
Tetbury. Visitors 
and trustees came 
from near and afar 
- including trustees 
from Canada and 
Italy.

At Last! Share with 
Confidence 
————————— 
With your help, your 
early sign-ups and 
thanks to your 
invaluable feedback, 
this week we have 
finally arrived at what 
most organisations 
wouldn't even attempt 
without major backing: 
a simple, high-impact 
global campaign you 
can share with 
confidence.   

Do sign-up if you 
haven't already!

Living with Climate 
Ecocide in Paradise 
—————————— 
Sinking Civilisations 
Documentary  
 " It's the small 
islands like the 
ones in the Pacific 
that are suffering 
the most. Their 
story is not being 
heard - or even 
seen." 

Film-maker Isaac Confino and 
team are creating a timely and 
very necessary documentary 
examining the lived reality of 
the climate-change-
threatened paradise in the 
Pacific.   

The documentary also explicitly 
supports ecocide law to 
address ecocide on a global 
scale. This is going to be an 
important film. 

Jonathan Porrit signs 
up as an Earth 
Protector in law 
———————— 
We are delighted to 
have internationally 
renowned 
sustainability expert 
and green thinker 
Jonathon Porritt on 
board. 

Mission Lifeforce is 
launched in the 
Netherlands, with a 
clutch of great 
supporters, including: 
• Dos Winkel 
• Herman Wijffels 
• Jan van de Venis 
• Merlijn Twaalfhoven 
• Lammert van Raan 
• Tom van de Beek 
• Jan Juffermans 
ikbenaardebeschermer.nl

�

Issue:  
how do we fund our 
Mission “heartquarters”?  

We need full-time team 
and premises to keep the 
Mission visible and 
running….

�
Mission LifeForce is 
launched in Spanish. We’ll 
have a stand at 
BIOCULTURA in Barcelona, 
Spain from 3-6 May.  An 
official Spanish version of 
the website is being 
prepared and a small 
dedicated volunteer 
team will be staffing the 
stand - if you are based in 
or near Barcelona & can 
help, please let us know!
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EARTH PROTECTORS IN Y1, NOV - 30 JUNE 2018 TOTAL: 1785 
Our first 1000 Earth Protectors had signed up in the first two months of our launch of Mission Lifeforce; since 
then we have had a further 785, totalling 1785. We are immensely grateful! 

NEXT STEPS
To really make Mission Lifeforce fly, our plans are to:  
1. Replace our online platform with state-of-the-art cyber-secure platform; over the past 6 months we have 

encountered a number of challenges that have demonstrated to us the need for a far more robust system 
to be in place. A state-of-the art platform shall give Mission Lifeforce the online boost it needs.  

2. This requires funding. All funds received from the Earth Protectors Trust Fund go direct into the 
advancement of ecocide law at the Assembly, thus cannot be used for cybersecurity. Therefore separate 
funding is required. 

3. Now that we have proof-of-concept we can show what is possible. 

Our first 7 months (November 2017 to 30 June 2018) of our campaign has been a remarkable and steep 
learning curve. We are delighted to be where we are and we are very excited to continue onwards and 
upwards. We look forward to charting our progress bi-annually.  

May the Lifeforce be with us! 

 

IMPACT REPORT (Y1.1: NOV 2017 - JUNE 2018) 
compiled by Ecological Defence Integrity 

26.7.18
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