
CP COURT & BUNDLE EXPLAINED
We (Ecological Defence Integrity, a non-profit who believe in justice, run by ecocide law expert Polly Higgins and 
activist Jojo Mehta) recognise that law is upside down; ecosystems are being destroyed by dangerous industrial 
activity - which is currently legal, whilst activists are being treated as criminals. If you are standing up as an 
activist in the UK to protect your community and your Earth, we can help you. We can also assist activists 
throughout the world - however it is wise to check this document with an Earth lawyer in your country, as some 
jurisdictions have different practices. 

We seek to change hearts and minds. The 20th Century, conscientious objectors argued for the Right to 
Freedom of Conscience - and won. Conscientious Protectors of today can do the same. If you are an activist 
that is facing criminal charges for acting on your conscience, sign up as an Earth Protector in law at https://
www.missionlifeforce.org/; you can put forward your Earth Protectors Trust Fund (EPTF) Document as evidence 
as to why you are a Conscientious Protector. There is law that can help you. 

ASSISTANCE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS PROTECTOR (CP) LITIGANTS IN PERSON 

This summary document takes you through step by step so you can represent yourself in court (‘litigant in 
person’) as a Conscientious Protector to help you with presenting a legal argument that ought to be heard. 
There are already isolated cases here in the UK and in the US where Judges with a conscience accept that 
activists are acting out of necessity, that their actions were reasonable and that they should be acquitted. No 
legal precedent has been set so far (it takes a higher court than a Magistrates criminal court to do that). Like the 
conscientious objectors of the 20th Century who were criminalised for objecting against the serious harm of war, 
you as a Conscientious Protector of the 21st Century are being criminalised for protecting your community 
against man-made climate change and the industries that exacerbate it. That will change. 

For the conscientious objectors of the 20th Century, it took some time before the Right to Freedom of 
Conscience was made law. You can now exercise this right: the Right to Freedom of Conscience is a Universal 
Human Right (Article 9, ECHR, Article 18 UDHR) and you can argue that in court to assist your defence. 

Post-arrest
After you have been arrested you will either be bailed or you will receive written notification of a date to 
attend the to attend the Magistrates Court/Crown Court for a first hearing. Before that hearing, if you intend 
to call an expert witness, contact him/her. If your expert witness says yes to giving evidence of the serious 
harm that your community faces, you will require his/her “dates to avoid” to give to the court. 

The First Court Hearing
When you plead Not Guilty, directions and a trial date are set. At this first hearing you ought to receive 
primary disclosure of documents (summary, evidence and disclosure list) from the prosecution. 
1. You are entitled to make an application for an expert witness that you wish to call to attend your court 

date - their attendance can make all the difference as they will bring the weight of expertise you lack. 
Make sure that you have “dates to avoid” for your expert witness. Your expert report guidelines are 
here: https://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal/docs/2015/crim-proc-rules-2015-
part-19.pdf 

2. Notify the court that you will be preparing a bundle for your Trial. The court will give directions as to 
when this must be served on the Prosecution and the Court. 

3. Ask for secondary disclosure from the prosecution (eg. if you want to see the unedited police video 
recordings that the prosecution have listed, but are not relying on). 
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YOUR COURT BUNDLE 

To print and/or prepare: 
1. Your Earth Protector Trust Fund (EPTF) document - This is evidence that you have signed up as an 

Earth protector in law at https://www.missionlifeforce.org/, and your copy will have been sent to your 
email. To print. 

2. Your blockchain certificate - This is evidence of the time and date that you have signed up as an Earth 
protector in law, and your copy will have been sent to your email. To print.


3. Your CP Statement of Conscience - this is for you to set out fully why you did what you did (factual: what 
informs your beliefs and what actions you have taken). It is intended as a guide, for you to amend and add 
to. Ideally, keep it short (2 pages max). Download it here:  https://www.missionlifeforce.org/activist-toolkit/  
To amend, add and print. 

  
4. Your Dossier of Harm & Submissions - this is the bulk of your bundle. In it you will set out the scientific 

evidence of the risk of harm (the science and facts that inform your belief that human-caused climate 
change, which the dangerous industrial activity you are facing contributes to, causes serious harm). It also 
includes submissions for you to use when giving your Closing Submissions in court. To prepare and print.  

Follow the guide document Preparing your Harm & Submissions Dossier at: https://
www.missionlifeforce.org/activist-toolkit/ which provides templates to amend, add and print the following: 
1) A BUNDLE INDEX page  
2) A PAGE REFERENCER - so that you can refer the Judge to the key sections of the evidence 

(documents and reports) and state why they are important. 
3) NOTE FOR THE COURT - setting out Article 9, Right to Freedom of Conscience legal reasoning, 

premised on your belief in man-made climate change, and how that belief is a valid belief that informs 
your conscience and therefore your actions (sometimes referred to as a Skelton Argument). 

4) DOSSIER OF HARM - Reports and peer-reviewed documents: this is your evidence that 
substantiates why you have taken the action you have, and establishes the risk of harm that you 
seek to protect against. Additional evidence: add in other documents that support your particular 
case eg letters to MPs, environmental campaigns you’ve joined etc. List what you know has been 
done (either by you or others) - be sure to add extra tabs and include them in your bundle index 
and page referencer. 

5) CLOSING SUBMISSIONS At the end of your trial you have the right to address the Court with your 
Closing Submissions. We provide two submissions  - on missing law (to prevent ecocide) and on 
conscientious protection. Use or adapt as you best see fit. 

If you are facing charges relating to fracking, contact us direct for a ready-prepared Fracking 
Harms & Submissions Dossier (send us your URN, court name, date of trial and the charge). 

5. The EPTF Continuity of Exhibits Statement - including list of countries that have apostilled the EPTF 
document. This explains how the Trust Fund was created. Download it here:  https://
www.missionlifeforce.org/activist-toolkit/  To print. 
This is important to explain the authenticity of your EPTF document and Blockchain Certificate. 
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ASSEMBLING YOUR COURT BUNDLES

Once you have all the above documents assembled, this is your Court Bundle master copy. Keep your master 
copy clean and free from written notes, save for one thing: once completed, number all pages. Check that 
your index and page referencer have the right page numbers listed. Your Court Bundle is what you will serve on 
the Court and the Prosecution.  

Take your master copy (with numbered pages) and make a further 3 copies - 1 for the Judge, 1 for the 
Prosecution and 1 for you. The master copy is your spare. Keep it with you at court: if the Judge or the 
Prosecution have lost theirs, you have a clean spare that can be photocopied for their use. Make sure that the 
only copy that has written notes on it is yours - the rest must be clean. 

Time estimate to prepare the master copy Bundle: 1 day 
Time estimate to photocopy 3 more Bundles: 1 day  
(or hand into a photocopy shop. Cost of p/copy, 4 x folders, and 4 x 20 dividers is appx £100) 

Once you have p/copied your bundles, pop them into folders with dividers at each section.  
Put your URN on the front and sides of your folders (this is so that the court does not lose the Bundles) 
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THIS IS YOUR CHECKLIST

Once you have printed out and prepared the above, put it with your other documents in this order: 

1. BUNDLE INDEX

2. PAGE REFERENCER

3. NOTE FOR THE COURT

4. DOSSIER OF HARM 


- Expert Witness Report (if you have an expert you wish to call)

- Dossier of Harm documents

- Statements and Exhibits 


P Higgins Witness Statement, 

PH Exhib 1: Cheeswrights Notary Public Stamp

PH Exhib 2: Apostille list of countries

Your CP Statement of Conscience

Your Exhib 1: EPTF document

Your Exhib 2: Blockchain certificate


- Case law: 

Eweida v UK (2013) 57 EHRR 8 213, P.255 - 257, PARAS OII-1 - OII-5

Grainger Plc v Nicholson [2010] IRLR 4


5. CLOSING SUBMISSIONS 


All of the above documents are YOUR COURT BUNDLE.
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Serve your Bundles  
Prior to your case being heard, serve your Court Bundles on the court; 1 for the Judge and 1 for the 
Prosecution. If the court has not given directions for this, do this at least 2 weeks before your trial date, so 
that the Court and the Prosecution have had sufficient time to read it. 

ON THE DAY OF YOUR COURT TRIAL 

Before your case starts 
Check-in with the Prosecution lawyer and the Clerk of the court: inform them you are representing yourself and 
check that both the Prosecutor and the Court has a copy of your Bundle. 

Depending on the charge you are facing, you are either in a Magistrates Court - in front of a Judge and two lay 
Magistrates - or in a Crown Court - in front of a Judge and a jury.  Both proceed as below. 

Case starts: Prosecutor (P) opens the case
P gives summary of facts  
P then calls his witnesses (police usually).  
After each witness has given evidence, you then cross-examine their evidence if you dispute any. 
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KEY FACTORS 

When representing yourself in a UK criminal court, it is your opportunity to: 
• hold the attention of your judge - do this by being concise and polite 
• give credible explanatory context to why you acted to protect against serious harm 
• set out why your conscience has led you to protect the community under threat 
• present your Bundle to the court, and take the Judge through the evidence set out in your Dossier of 

Harm to establish why the risk of harm is very real and credible - this underpins your defence (this 
is your opportunity to raise evidence of serious harm raised by experts in various documents) 

• establish that numerous alternative routes have failed to stop the dangerous industrial activity that 
threatens your community  

• all of this sets the premise as to why you assert your right to freedom of conscience as a 
Conscientious Protector, why you took the pre-emptive actions you did and why they were 
necessary and/or reasonable in the circumstances 

It is important that you give context by presenting the risks of serious harm from the dangerous 
industrial activity you seek to prevent. 

A court requires evidence. 
That evidence must be of a standard that is credible. i.e. peer reviewed and/or by experts in their field.  
Preparation is everything.
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Your case 
You give your evidence once all Prosecution witnesses have been heard. 
At the outset, establish your own credibility as a witness: give a brief outline of your credentials/career etc. Set 
out how long you have been standing on point of conscience (eg this is my first action/this is something I have 
given my life to protecting against), set out what informs your conscience and why you took the action you did. 
Next: 

1. Invite the Judge to go to your Conscientious Protectors Statement of Conscience at page x of the 
Bundle - check if he/she has already read it, if not, invite him to read it there and then. Observe the Judge - 
he/she will show when they are ready to move on. Give him/her time to read your documents. 

2. “I would like to set out the context for my actions and explain what I was doing and why I was doing it” 
Explain to your judge that you have a Page Referencer to refer to, so that you are succinct - take him/her 
to it.  

3. Check that the judge has read your Note to the Court which sets out your legal argument - that you seek 
reliance on Article 9 of the European Convention of Human Rights and various case law as set out there. 

4. Set out evidence of harm or the risk of serious harm: take the Judge through the documents in your 
Dossier of Harm. Use the Page Referencer. The court is an open court, so take your time to present 
your case, even if your Judge says he does not need to hear it - he/she does. Give him/her the time to read 
it and read out loud the sections you rely on and explain why you rely on them (as set out on the page 
referencer) 

5. At the end of taking your Judge through the evidence of the risk of harm, establish that you are an Earth 
Protector in law. Take the Judge to your Earth Protectors Trust Fund Document - and explain why you 
support a missing law to be put in place to stop serious harm, such as fracking. (This is important because 
irrespective of the view taken by the Judge, the Earth Protectors Trust Fund Document has legal status and 
it sets the context for your actions and profound sense of responsibility to protect the Earth.)  

THE COURT WILL NOT LOOK AT ANY OF THE EVIDENCE IN YOUR DOSSIER 
UNLESS YOU BRING IT TO THEIR ATTENTION 

Bring to the judges attention other legitimate approaches and objections have been taken - for example 
protests, letters to MPs, environmental campaigns etc which have failed. List what you know has been done 
(either by you or others), and add extra tabs and insert your documentation to your Dossier. Make sure you take 
your Judge to these documents. 

You call your witnesses (experts or individuals who can corroborate what you are saying)

Ask her how she/he knows you, how long etc, when she came, what she saw (banners, explanation etc), 
Her experience of police, her understanding of why you were doing what you did, her beliefs 

Show pictures (make sure you have served these on Court and Prosecutor in advance) 
These can be important to demonstrate what you were doing and that it was clear from the banners etc that 
you were taking action from a Conscientious Protector’s stance. 

After you have presented your case, the Prosecutor then cross-examines you. Remember you are not an 
expert, but you are informed. if you do not know the answer to a question, say so.  

Once the Prosecutor is done, you get to address the court with your closing submissions. 
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YOUR CLOSING SUBMISSIONS 
Highlight any factual features that are different from the evidence of the police etc. 
  
Set out your closing submissions. The submissions that are set out in our template dossier are offered as 
guidance of what you can say to your judge when making your closing submissions after you have presented 
your dossier. This is your chance to say what the injustice is that you are standing up to protect against. 

DECISION 
The judge will retire to make a decision. if there is a Jury (a Crown Court trial), the Judge will address the Jury 
first on the evidence heard, and on any points of law. The jury will then retire to make a decision.  

If a Magistrates Court, it will be the Judge who pronounces you guilty or not guilty. If in a Crown Court, it will be 
the Jury. If guilty, usually the Judge will proceed to sentence. You are entitled to put forward mitigation. Please 
see our Activist Sentencing Guide at https://www.missionlifeforce.org/activist-toolkit/  

AFTER THE CASE 
Regardless of the outcome, have some pictures of you (and hopefully some supporters who are with you) 
smiling outside the court building, and post them up on social media. This encourages others to be open-
hearted to what you and others are setting out to achieve; more people are open to supporting Conscientious 
Protectors when they see them smiling!  #conscientiousprotector #missionlifeforce #earthprotector 

We wish you every success - and keep us posted of your result. If you are acquitted, your case can set a 
precedent for many others. If you are convicted, this paves the way for you to consider appealing to the Crown 
Court so you can put the argument again at a higher court level. We are happy to assist if you wish to consider 
this. Like the conscientious objectors of the last century, we know that this is a marathon rather than a sprint. It 
make take a while before the Judiciary recognise this as a valid legal argument, but with every hearing we take it 
one step closer to it becoming a new legal precedent.  

Speak to the press - local, global - whomever you can. Push it out on twitter, f/b instagram and all other social 
media outlets. The more who share it, the more widely known the issues become. Every Conscientious 
Protector who speaks out in court paves the way for the next; you are part of a wider movement and every time 
you stand up and speak your truth counts. Your words and actions shall be heard by others who will be 
encouraged by your actions to do the same.  

You can download this document and Preparing your Harm & Submissions Dossier at:  
https://www.missionlifeforce.org/activist-toolkit/ 

You can also attend our Ecological Justice Programme, a 1 day skilling-up for activists facing 
criminal charges. More info see: https://www.missionlifeforce.org/ecological-justice-programme/ 

If this document helps you, please help others who also wish to stand as Conscientious Protectors in 
court. You can find out more at missionlifeforce.org 

Please also check you have the most up-to-date documents. This version is dated v4.9.18/UK 
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